Qxa4 42.Rxf8+ Kxf8 43.Rb8+ [43.Qb8+ Ne8 44.Kf3 a5* A pawn is "a-
pawn" ] 43...Kg7 [43..Re8 44.Kf3 Ne4 45.Rxe8+ Qxe8 46.Qxa6 Ng5+
47 Ke2 Kg7 48.Qd6=] 44.Nf5+ Kg6 45.Nxh4+ Kh6 46.Rb2 Qe8 47.Rf2
Re2 48.Nf5+ Kg6 49.Nd6 Qe6 50.Qb8 Qe3 [50..Rxf2+ 51.Kxf2 a5
52.Qbl+ Ned+ 53.Nxed4 Qxed 54.Qb6+ Kg7 55.Qxa5=] 51.Rxe2??
[Inexplicably disdaining a forced draw eg 51.Qbl+ Ne4 52.Nxed4 dxed
53.Qb6+ Kh7 54.Qf6 Rxf2+ 55.Qxf2 Qxf2+ 56.Kxf2 Kg8=] 51...Qxe2+
52.Kg3 Qe3+ 53.Kg2 Qd2+ 54.Kgl Qxc3 Suddenly, white is completely
lost. 55.Qb1+ Qd3 56.Qxd3+ Anything else loses the d-pawn as well.
56...cxd3 57.Kf1 a5 "Knights hate rook pawns!" (Steve Giddins) White's h-
pawn is easily blockaded by black's king, but the black Ne4 plus the d3 and
a5 pawns are too much for the white forces to cope with. 0-1

EDITOR’S COMMENTS
Apologies for the late edition of April’s Checkmate, this was due to
my moving to Torquay at the end of April.
Bits and Pieces
Email received from Alice Wood 27th February 2008
Quote “ I am writing to let you know that I’ve decided that I would
like to step away from running the website. I really don’t think that
my skills are up to what this really needs currently. I am happy to
keep things moving along, dealing with enquiries etc. until someone
new steps forward. I am also happy to carry on with taking potential
recruitment enquiries etc. as per the advertising on Ceefax. Thanks
and best wishes Alice”
SO IF THERE IS A MEMBER OUT THERE WILLING TO
UNDERTAKE THIS VERY IMPORTANT TASK PLEASE
LET ME KNOW AS SOON AS POSSIBLE........cccccccceveeenen
Laurie MacKellar
Do any members know the whereabouts of Laurie MacKellar,
he used to play a lot of chess up to about 6 months ago, then
all has gone quiet......he was also a member of the BFCC and
numerous clubs I believe.........any news would be welcome.
Best Game Prize Winner 2007
Chris Lund-Yates v Peter Grant
SCCA League Division 2 2006-2007
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Mackintosh,lain - Doye,Peter [C08]
Scottish CCA League 2007
[Vivante-Sowter,John]
Peter Doye needs no introduction to SCCA members. His opponent in this
game is currently competing in the BCCA-100 centenary event in the GM
section and has an ICCF rating of 2521. 1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 a6!? More
clever than it looks. Black plays a "semi-waiting" move, to force white to
declare his intentions. The Nd2 will have to move again before white can
complete his development, and 3...a6 has its' uses. It has been played by Bot-
vinnik, Korchnoi,Topalov and others. 4.Ngf3 ¢5 [Most often played in this
position. 4...Nf6!? is an interesting alternative, recommended by John Watson
recently.] 5.exd5 exd5 6.Be2 [This move and 6.dxc5 giving black an isolated
queen's pawn, are the most popular moves here.] 6...c4 Making d5 backward
to avoid an IQP position, and foregoing black's pressure down the c-file, char-
acteristic of the French. This move ...c4 divides French devotees; some would
just never play it. 7.0-0 Bdé 8.b3 b5 9.c3 Nf6 10.a4 Bb7 Having gazed long-
ingly at the c8-h3 diagonal, the poor "French bishop" is virtually forced to
position himself inside his own pawns, at b7, looking at the back of d5 as
usual. 11.Ne5 0-0 12.f4 Nc6 13.bxc4 bxc4 14.Bf3 Qc7 15.Ba3! Well played.
White exchanges off his "bad" bishop, hemmed in by his own pawns, for its'
opposite number. Black is left with the inferior remaining Bishop. 15...Bxa3
16.Rxa3 Ne7 As the Nc6 cannot pursue his "normal" route, via a5 to c4, he
seeks his fortune on the kingside instead.
17.Rel Nf5 18.Ral Nh4 19.Rb1 Rae8 Logical enough, but having decided
on Nh4 (rather than Nd6) why not deprive white of the "minor exchange" with
19... Nxf3+ before he can retreat his Bishop? 20.Be2 Re7 21.g3 Nf5 22.Bf3
Nd6 Arriving at his destination two moves later than necessary. In the mean-
time, white has "gained" the move g3, strengthening a support of his Ne5.
23.Qcl Bc8 "Freedom!" 24.Qa3 Rfe8 25.Rb2 h5 26.Nfl Ganging up on the
backward d5-pawn. 26...Bf5 "Careful, you'll get a nose-bleed..." 27.Ne3 Bed
28.Bg2 Bxg2 "Life is full of ..... and it is over far too soon." (Woody Allen)
29.Kxg2 Re6 30.Qb4 Nde4 31.Rcl Qd8 32.Qb7 Rf8 33.Qa7 Qe8 34.Rb7
Nd6 35.Rb4 [35.f5 Rxe5 36.dxeS Nxb7 37.exf6 Qe5= gives white no advan-
tage.] 35...Nde4 36.h3 h4 37.g4 g5 Black's pawn-moves leave his kingside
looking open, but there is a tactical justification that white should have spot-
ted. 38.fxg5
38...Rxe5! Not 38...Nxg5? 39.Nf5 with advantage. 39.gxf6 [39.dxe5 Qxe5
40.Nf5 Nxg4! 41.hxgd Qf4 will lead to at least a draw for black.] 39...Re6
40.Rcb1 Nxf6 41.Rb8
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How To Calculate Chess Tactics
By Valeri Beim
(Gambit, softback, 175 pages, £15.99)

When author Valeri Beimwrote Chess Reci pes From The

Kitchen, he intended each chapter of that book to be the draft outline for an even-
tual follow-up book. So this present offering expands the first chapter of Chess
Recipes without repeating any of the material.

The importance of tactics is best summed up by Tigran Petrosian’s famous dic-
tum “I believe that in chess everything depends on tactics.” As for how to calcu-
late tactics, Kotov’s writings, with the concept of candidate moves and tree
variations, have become the chess player’s Bible on the subject. So what does
this present volume contribute to the subject?

Basically Beim wants to modify much of what Kotov had to say on the subject
and present his own theories, which he claims are novel and have never appeared
in literature before. Limitations of space prevent me from going into all the de-
tails, but here are a few observations on the end product.

The author spends a lot of time trying to arrive at exact definitions of various
terms such as tactics and candidate moves, and at times the semantics seem to
get in the way of the chess message. At the end of the day chess is a mental, not
verbal exercise, and whatever name you conjure up to describe the method of
solving the problem at the board, the end product remains the same. In short, I
am not convinced by many of his claims for originality. He might be the first to
use a novel term to describe the method, but the method itself remains the same.
Having said that, however, there is a wealth of good material in the book. Part
One deals with the subject of tactics in general, and its importance in chess.

Then Part Two takes the calculation of tactics as its theme. Beim does try to
explain the thought processes involved in reaching decisions, and that is the part
of the book that I found most interesting.

He also advocates regular practice at solving tactical problems as the means to
improving ones tactical ability and pattern recognition, and to that end there are
100 practice positions included in the book for the reader to tackle. These go
some way beyond the standard “White to play and mate in 2” type of position,
and I found them really tough to crack, though I hope I have benefited from the
experience. A few years ago many chess books

incorporated interactive sections of this kind, but this is the first book in a long
time that I have encountered that included such a section. That in itself is a good
reason to buy it.

Match Captain October 2007
Geoff Rosser, 21 Lower Shirburn Road, Torquay, TQ1 3ET.
Telephone 01803-316766 Mobile 07985-029069

Email g.d.rosser@btinternet.com

This year’s major team competitions are now well under way, with results going
well. We also have two friendly matches, with large numbers taking part, against
BCCA and PPCC, although for some reason the match with BCCA seems to be
producing more than the usual number of queries, failures to reply or moves
getting lost.

British Correspondence Chess Team Championship 2007-2008
Adjudication date is the 30th September 2008

B1 |John Vivante-Sowter | 1 | - 1 |G S Botterill Old Bradfordians
B2 | Peter Sanderson - G A D Crook HSBC
B3 | Keith Franks - C Walton CS Administrators
B4 | John Dyson - D A Philips BCCA “A”
B5 | Robert Pallett 1 |- 1 | B Thompson BCCA “B”
B6 | Geoff Lloyd 1 | -] 0.5 | M Lychgoe Revenue & Customs
B7 | Edward Sowden |- J Couch Mensa
B8 | David Hamblin - D Grobler Sheffield
B9 | John Etherington 0 |- 0 | M Doxey Square Bashers

The SCCA Club Championship 2008 has just started with the following members

taking part, John Etherington, Robert Pallett, Ray Pomeroy, Geoff Rosser, David

Hamblin, Peter Grant, John Dyson, Brian Goodwin and Tony Rixon...results
John Etherington  0.5-0.5 Robert Pallett

David Hamblin 1-0 Ray Pomeroy
Geoff Rosser 1-0 Ray Pomeroy
Ray Pomeroy 0-1 John Etherington
Robert Pallett 1-0 Geoff Rosser
Tony Rixon 0-1 Geoff Rosser
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British Correspondence Chess League 2007-2008

Championship Division Adjudication Date 30/09/2008

B1 |John Vivante-Sowter | 0.5 | - | 0.5 | Alan Sutton Sheftield “B”
B2 | Peter Sanderson - N Lane CS Bureaucrats
B3 | Keith McLaughlin - B Morris Eight of Hearts
B4 [ Keith Franks - Mike Duck

B5 | Robert Pallett 1 | -] 0.5 |JWheeler Hastings

B6 | John Dyson 1] - G W Naldrett Insurance “A”
B7 |Edward Sowden - J Crouch Mensa “A”

B8 | Geoff Lloyd 0.5] -1 0.5 | KJohnson Warrington

Premier Division Adjudication Date 30/09/2008

4

B1 | Derek Price 1 | -] 05 |KFenny Mensa “B”

B2 | Heinrich Schwenk - K J Williamson Ubique

B3 | John Etherington - R Bauld CS Diplomats
B4 | Geoff Rosser - B Fraser Notts Mechanics
B5 | David Richardson - M McGuigan Braille

B6 | Chris Dowell - M Hardwick Seven Counties
B7 | Gavin Ross - S Pettigrew Friends of Chess
B8 | Guy de Visme - D Ward Warrington “B”

Player Grade No of games  Last game date
Sherliker 2175 (P) 6 April 2007
McGuire 2161 18 November 2007
Pickering 2152 20 February 2008
Allport 2144 44 November 2007
Blackwell 2140 22 February 2008
Chesters 2120 10 April 2007
Webley 2118 16 February 2008
Ash 2117 53 February 2008
Rixon 2115 22 February 2008
Morgan 2111 12 November 2007
Czyrski 2101 40 October 2006
Wood 2086 11 October 2006
Rimmer 2082 (p) 8 November 2007
Stacey 2075 131 February 2008
Stockwell 2068 16 July 2007
Neil 2060 27 February 2008
Oscroft 2051 138 November 2007
Ainsworth 2000 22 February 2008
Roberts 1974 27 February 2008
Dare 1868 84 November 2007

Players with less than 5 results have not been included.

(P) Indicates a grade based on 9 results or less.
Grading Officer Jonathan Webley

Copy deadline for the next issue of “Checkmate” 309
is the 30th June 2008.




SCCA Internal Grading List

Player Grade No of games Last game date
Pheby 2600 145 November 2007
Franks 2553 78 July 2007
Pallett 2438 37 November 2007
Price 2411 99 November 2007
Goodwin 2398 66 April 2007
Eastwood 2391 21 February 2008
Pomeroy 2336 167 February 2008
Dowell 2335 170 February 2008
Cairney 2335 22 February 2008
Schwenk 2334 17 July 2007
Allan 2323 192 February 2008
Rosser 2322 317 February 2008
Lees 2316 22 April 2007
MacKellar 2301 10 April 2007
Brown 2275 14 February 2008
Waddington 2273 22 February 2008
Lockwood 2272 21 February 2008
Dyson 2270 (P) 6 February 2008
Gifford 2246 321 February 2008
Lund-Yates 2233 161 November 2007
Richardson 2226 44 February 2008
Pinel 2216 23 November 2007
Ellison 2196 91 February 2008
Grant 2193 96 February 2008
Bob White 2192 (P) 8 November 2007
Ross 2184 215 February 2008

Scottish Correspondence Chess League 2008
Adjudication Date is the 29th November 2008
No Social Stars Division 1 Opponent Team
B1  Peter Doye 1 - A Ashby Civil Service “A”
B2  Peter Sanderson - R Montgomery Brutal Realism
B3  Robert Pallett - A Dawson Black Knights
B4  Geoff Lloyd 0.5 - 0.5 Derek Price Social Dragons
Edward Sowden D Harvey Perth Correspondents
_
Social Dragons | Division 1 Opponent Team
B1 | Keith Franks - Richard Beecham | Black Knights
B2 |John Dyson - A Borwell Perth Correspondents
B3 | Brian Goodwin - H Calder Brutal Realism
B4 | Derek Price 0.5 |- 0.5 | Geoff Lloyd Social Stars
John Etherington D Laing Civil Service “A”
_
Division 2

No Social Roses W Opponent Team B Opponent Team

Bl Geoff Rosser 0 JanReeman  KotB “A” David Cumming KotBB

B2 Chris Dowell G D Bicknell CSC Neil Twitchell CSB

B3 David Richardson ~ J Anderson KotBB C A MacGregor KotB “A”

B4 Gavin Ross P Noir KotB “B” J Grant KotB “A”
Mike Gifford A O’Hare D Scuffam
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Friendly Match SCCA v PPCC 2007-2008

Adjudication date is the 30th November 2008
Bl  Ray Pomeroy - David Toms
B2  Frank Eastwood - Doug Newton
B3  Carl Pinel 0 - Henry Brockbank
B4  Geoff Rosser 0.5 - 0 Robert Colvin
B5  Chris Dowell - Graham Curtis
B6  James Cairney - William Preston
B7  Gavin Ross - Keith Turner
B8  David Richardson - Peter Watkins
B9  Mike Gifford - Richard Davey
B10 Simon Brown - Victor Mathias
B11 Rupert Ansell - Phil Foley
B12 John Ellison - Colin Pountney
B13 David Beech - Sam Mitchell
B14 Tony Rixon - Rob Davies
B15 Graham Ash - Stephen Burton
B16 Reg Stockwell - Stephen Ward
B17 Peter Morgan - Mike Collins
B18 Peter Dare - Peter Adepetun
B19 Eric Blackwell - Ian Fawcett
B20 Laura Dare - Terry Marlow

Friendly match v BCCA next time.

Further correspondence 30th January 2008 from me to Victor Mathias

(PPCO)

I have been asked by many members to obtain further information concerning
the PPCC.

1. Annual membership

2. Competitions which are run by the PPCC.

3. How often is a magazine issued.

4, Are there any additional costs.

5. Our highest rated player is 2600+ does this mean that he will be
barred.

6. Can you play by email.

7. Can you play using a web server.

8. What about current funds in bank accounts.

9. Committee members.

The reply in response I have enclosed with this magazine, any further

comments from members......... please feel free to send them to me via

email or letter............. I can then enter into dialogue with Victor Mathias

and see if we can come to some type of agreement, that’s if all members

are happy for me to do this.................. at this moment in time there

seem to be quite a few differences between the two clubs. It appears that
Victor runs this club solely by himself, the membership fees are quite
high, and he only runs a league tournament.

Best Game Prize 2007

Lund -Yates,Chris - Grant,Peter [C44]

SCCA League 2, 01.01.2006

[Analysis by John Vivante-Sowter]

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.c3 dxc3 5.Nxc3 Be5 6.Bc4 h6 7.0-0 [7.Bxf7+ Kxf7
8.Qd5+ Kf8 9.Qxc5+ d6+] 7..d6 8.a3 Bgd4 9.h3 BhS 10.NdS5 Nf6 11.Nf4 NeS?!
[11..Bxf3 12.Qxf3 Ne5] 12.Nxe5! dxe5 [12..Bxdl 13.Bxf7+ Kf8 (713..Ke7
14.Nfg6#) 1 13.Nxh5 Qxd1 [13..Nxh5 14.Qxh5 Qe7 15.Be3] 14.Nxf6+ gxf6 15.Rxd1+
- Ke7 16.Be3 Bxe3 17.fxe3 Rad8 18.Kf2 Rd6 19.Rxd6 cxd6 20.Bd5 1-0
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KO 185
Preliminary
Round

Semi-Final
Adj 28/02/2009

KO 186
Preliminary
Round

Adj 31/05/2008

KO 188
Preliminary
Round

Adj 31/07/2008

KO 190
Preliminary
Round

Adj 31/08/2008

KO 191
Preliminary
Round

Adj 31/08/2008

KO 192
Preliminary
Round

Adj 31/12/2008

KO 193
Preliminary
Round

Adj 28/09/2009
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C White
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Ross
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Hardwick
Pinel
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Etherington

Rosser
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C White
Pomeroy
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Rosser
Ainsworth
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Oscroft

Stacey (Major)

Hardwick
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Gifford
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Ainsworth (Minor)
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Hamblin
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Roberts
Ansell
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C White

Allport
Ash

Ansell
Stacey

Ray Pomeroy Tournament Controller
7 Hawthorn Rise, Prestbury, Macclesfield, SK10 4AJ.
Telephone 01625-828119 Email raymond.pomeroy@lineone.net

New Continuous Tournaments

NEW Q19  John Dyson 2-0 Gavin Ross
John Dyson 2-0 Jonathan Webley
Gavin Ross 1.5-0.5 Jonathan Webley

(1) John Dyson 4 pts (2) Gavin Ross 1.5 pts (3) Jonathan Webley 0.5 pts

NEW Q22  Ernest Allan 1.5-0.5 Brian Black
Ernest Allan 2-0 Frank Ainsworth
Brian Black 1-1 Frank Ainsworth

(1) Ernest Allan 3.5 pts (2) Brian Black 1.5 pts (3) Frank Ainsworth 1 pt

NEW Q23 Peter McGuire v Colin White
Peter McGuire 0-2 Andrew Allport
Colin White 0-1 Andrew Allport

(1) Andrew Allport 3 pts (=2) Colin White 0 pts (=2) Peter McGuire 0 pts

NEW Q24  Colin White v Charles Neil
Colin White 0-2 John Dyson
Charles Neil 0-2 John Dyson

(1) John Dyson 4 pts (=2) Colin White 0 pts (=2) Charles Neil 0 pts

NEW Q28  Frank Ainsworth 0 -2 Peter Grant
Frank Ainsworth ~ 0-2 James Cairney
Peter Grant 0-2 James Cairney
(1) James Cairney 4 pts (2) Peter Grant 2 pts (3) Frank Ainsworth 0 pts

NEW Q29  Chris Lund-Yates 0 -2 Mike Gifford
Chris Lund-Yates 0-2 John Dyson
Mike Gifford 0-2 John Dyson

(1) John Dyson 4 pts (2) Mike Gifford 2 pts (3) Chris Lund-Yates 0 pts




NEW Q30 Chris Lund-Yates 0-2 Ernest Allan
Chris Lund-Yates 0-2 Frank Eastwood
Ernest Allan A\ Frank Eastwood

(1) Frank Eastwood 2 pts (2) Ernest Allan 2 pts (3) Chris Lund-Yates 0 pts

NEW Q31 Bob Ryan v Peter Dare
Bob Ryan 1-1 John Ellison
Peter Dare 0-2 John Ellison

(1) John Ellison 3 pts (2) Bob Ryan 1 pt (3) Peter Dare 0 pts

NEW Q32 Charles Neil v Martin Hardwick
Charles Neil v Gavin Ross
Martin Hardwick  0.5-1.5 Gavin Ross

(1) Gavin Ross 1.5 pts (2) Martin Hardwick 0.5 pts (3) Charles Neil 0 pts

NEW Q33 Martin Hardwick 0 -2 John Etherington
Martin Hardwick  0-2 Geoff Rosser
John Etherington 2-0 Geoff Rosser

(1) John Etherington 4 pts (2) Geoff Rosser 2 pts (3) Martin Hardwick 0 pts

NEW Q34 Carl Pinel 0-2 John Etherington
Carl Pinel 0.5-1.5 Peter McGuire
John Etherington 1-0 Peter McGuire

(1) John Etherington 3 pts (2) Peter McGuire 1.5 pts (3) Carl Pinel 0.5 pts

NEW F2 Peter Pickering 1-1 Geoff Rosser
Peter Pickering 0-2 Frank Eastwood
Geoff Rosser 0-1 Frank Eastwood

(1) Frank Eastwood 4 pts (=2) Peter Pickering 1 pt (=2) Geoff Rosser 1 pt

Congratulations to FRANK EASTWOOD our First Winner of a SECOND
CT Tournament.

NEW F7 John Ellison 0-2 Bob White
John Ellison 2-0 Chris Lund-Yates
Bob White 2-0 Chris Lund-Yates

(1) Bob White 4 pts (2) John Ellison 2 pts (3) Chris Lund-Yates 0 pts

Congratulations to BOB WHITE our Fourth Winner of a NEW CT
Tournament
8

Knockout Tournaments

KO 169 Pomeroy 2-0 Neil
Preliminary Franks 1-1 Pheby (Draws)
Round Price 1-1 Schwenk (Draws)
Pallett 0-2 Waddington
Semi-Final Pomeroy 0-1 Pheby (Major)
Schwenk 1-0 Waddington (Major)

Final Pheby 1.5-0.5 Schwenk
Congratulations to Ian Pheby Winner of KO 169
KO 178 Ash 0-2 Eastwood
Semi-Final Dowell 1-0 Roberts (Major)
Final Eastwood v Dowell
KO179 Price 1-1 Pallett (Draws)
Semi-Final Lockwood 0-2 Schwenk
Final Pallett v Schwenk
KO 183E Pheby 1.5-0.5 Eastwood
Preliminary Allport Void Wood
Round Price Void Waddington

Dawkins 2-0 Brown
Semi-Final Pheby Void Bye

Dawkins Void Bye
Final Pheby 2-0 Dawkins
Congratulations to Ian Pheby Winner of KO 183E
KO 184 Grant 2-0 Pinel
Preliminary Gifford 0.5-15 Cairney
Round Pomeroy 0-1 Black (Major)

Rixon 0.5-1.5 Blackwell
Semi-Final Grant v Cairney
Adj 30/11/2008 Black v Blackwell
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